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oppose alteration of the status quo, at least so far as Con-
stantinople and the Straits were concerned,2 while the other
Powers—Austria-Hungary, France, Germany, and Italy-
held aloof, at least on the surface. British anxiety over
Russia's intention was manifested several months before
Russia embarked upon the war; it was doubtless to allay
such anxiety that Czar Alexander II, in a conversation with
Lord Loftus, the British Ambassador to Russia, at Livadia
on November 2,1876, gave assurances that he neither wished
nor intended to possess Constantinople.3
England did not wait long, after the outbreak of the war,
to make her position clear. In a despatch dated May 6, 1877,
Russia was informed that the British Government was not
prepared to look with indiiference on the passing of Con-
stantinople into other hands. Allusion was made to serious
objections, presumably on Great Britain's part, to any mate-
rial alteration of existing regulations concerning navigation
in the Straits. The Russian reply to these representations,
dated May 30 and delivered to the British Foreign Secre-
tary, Lord Derby, by Count Schouvalow, the Russian Am-
bassador to Great Britain, on June 8, was not very specific.
Prince Gortchakoff assured the English that the Emperor
did not contemplate the acquisition of Constantinople, and
expressed the view that the question of the Straits should be
settled "by a common agreement on equitable and efficiently
2	For an instructive monograph on the conflict between Russia and
Great Britain during this period, see Wirthwein, Britain and the Balkan
Crisis 18-15-181$ (New York, 1935).
For the records of the diplomatic battle prior to the Congress of Berlin
fought between Russia and Great Britain, see the British Sessional
Papers, 1877, Vols. 89, 90 and 91; 1878, Vols. 81, 82 and 83. See also
Hansard, Parliamentary Debates (3rd Ser.), Vols. 232-34 (1877); 237-
42 (1878).
3	See London Gazette, Supple?nent, issue of November 21, 1876.

